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From the end of the Civil War
to the 1940s the timber industry
was a major part of
Montgomery's economy. In the
1890s there were 16 mills
making a variety of wood
products.



At the turn of the century
Atlas Plywood owned plants in
North Troy, Richford, and
Montgomery, VT and one in
Maine, and extensive timber

lands throughout northern New
England.



In 1921 Atlas Plywood Corp.
published a catalog touting a
lighter, yet stronger packing
case manufactured from 3 ply
hardwood veneer.
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"Carry The Weight,
Save Freight”

The Story of an Innovative
Packing Case
Manufactured in Montgomery, VT



INNOVATION

- LIGHTER

- STRONGER

- CHEAPER TO MAKE

- CHEAPER TO SHIP TO CLIENT

- CHEAPER FOR CLIENT'S USE

- HARDWOOD 3-PLY VENEER

- PATENTED DESIGN & PROCESS



The Nelson Hall veneer mill in Montgomery Center.



“Nelson and Hall Company’s plant,
located in Montgomery Center
Vermont, is surrounded by thousands of
acres of the finest veneer timber
growing. The shipping station for this
plant is East Berkshire, Vermont on the
Central Vermont Railway.”



The Process
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Fast Facts*
16 Veneer Lathes
500 Running Feet of Dryers
750,000 sq ft dried/day
1,600,000 sq ft/week veneer
& cleats
Over 11 tons of glue/week

* All four plants



The Products
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FAAM AND RAMCH

Will there be a Victrola in
your home this Christmas?
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“Our four plants, located in four separate
towns, small enough to be free from labor
troubles but large enough to furnish an
ample supply of labor, have contributed
much to the economical manufacture of
“Atlas” Plywood Box Shooks.”



EPILOGUE

- Demand for Talking Machines, Atlas’
principal client, was killed by radio
and the Depression.

- Changes to shipping methods and
transportation undercut Atlas’
advantages.

- Atlas continued to manufacture
plywood for other applications but
closed its Montgomery plant in the 50s
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